Breaking down the proposed hospice SSVI

The Service and Spending Variation Index (SSVI) was introduced in the fiscal year 2027 Hospice Wage Index and Payment Update
proposed rule, released April 2, as a new way to measure hospice spending and the potential for fraud and waste.

The SSVI is calculated using claims-based measures, each representing different aspects of hospice utilization, as well as
non-hospice spending. All the points are added up to come up with a score between 0-16.

According to CMS, a hospice triggering the 25% threshold on at least one metric is not uncommon, but a hospice triggering the
threshold across many distinct metrics “could indicate unusual utilization that may require further review.”

You can see the proposed measures, thresholds and point allocation in the table below.
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Average skilled nursing minutes on Routine Home Care ) q . ( 1
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total RHC days
Percentage of live discharges where beneficiaries return Greater than or equal to 75th percentile (in FY 2025,
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Between 0 and the lowest spending eighth of hospices (in FY 2025, values greater than 0 and less than or equal to $6,352.84) 1
Between the lowest eighth and two eighths of hospices (in FY 2025, values greater than $6,352.84 and less than or equal to $20,612.10) 2
Between two-eighths and three-eighths of hospices (in FY 2025, values greater than $20,612.10 and less than or equal to $42,911.79) 3
Between three-eighths and half of hospices (in FY 2025, values greater than $42,911.79 and less than or equal to $76,801.05) 4
Between half and five-eighths of hospices (in FY 2025, values greater than $76,801.05 and less than or equal to $133,440.80) 5
Between five-eighths and six-eighths of hospices (in FY 2025, values greater than $133,440.80 and less than or equal to $246,123.10) 6
Between six-eighths and seven-eighths of hospices (in FY 2025, values greater than $246,123.10 and less than or equal to $517,204.40) 7
Between seven-eighths and highest spending eighth of hospices (in FY 2025, values greater than $517,204.40) 8

Source: FY 2027 Hospice Wage Index and Payment Update proposed rule.
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Home Health Line is a weekly newsletter with compliance, regulation and quality updates for home health administrators and management staff.
This article appeared in a recent issue. See more info about Home Health Line and other DecisionHealth products on page 4.
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DecisionHealth, an HCPro brand, serves the business, clinical, and regulatory needs of healthcare providers, practitioners,

d and administrative staff across the country. For over 30 years, our trusted news, analysis, tools, and step-by-step
guidance have empowered thousands of medical practices and home care organizations to thrive in a complex, ever-
evolving environment.

From patient intake to claims submission and final reimbursement, DecisionHealth offers proven strategies and practical resources
that help optimize your revenue cycle, improve care quality, and ensure regulatory compliance.

DecisionHealth’s Home Health Solutions provide you:

- Aleading online tool for all your ICD-10-CM coding and OASIS review needs, complete with coding
and OASIS guidance, training resources, breaking news updates, and more.

- In-person training opportunities to network with fellow home care professionals, stay current on
industry changes, and explore innovative solutions.

Virtual and Online training to build your ICD-10 coding and OASIS expertise, earn CEUs, and pre-
pare for credentialing exams.

Opportunities to get credentialed and join the Association of Home Care Coding and Compliance
(AHCC)

- All the resources you need to enhance your knowledge, grow your skills, and increase your value
in the home health industry.

Contact DecisionHealth
to learn more about their

home care solutions

1-800-650-6787 ext. 2715
sales@decisionhealth.com
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